A STORY OF DEDICATION . . .

Our

Citizens
and
State
Parks

SAMUEL H. MORGAN

Parks don’t just happen. Feasibility
studies alone don’t put park bills
through a legislature. Only the long
hard work of dedicated citizens will-
ing to give unstintingly of their time
and means has made possible the
State Parks which have saved so
many beautiful corners of our state
for all our citizens.

While those of us currently in-
volved in park matters are fully

M:. Mergan is chairman of the Minne-
sota Council of State Parks, an organ-

ization of private citizens dedicated to

the preservation of Minnesota’s natural
‘assets, This is his story of the role of
thres distinguished citizens in this
cause,
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JACOB V. BROWER

aware of this, the story of three
citizens’ roles in making possible some
of the finest stale parks we- have fo-
day may serve to stimulate this gen-
eration to undertake the personal
sacrifices needed for the preservatiod
as well as the creation of the open
spaces the next generation must have.

Rather than attempt here to name,

much less tell the stories of all the &
citizens of this state who have given i’

of their time and means to build our
parks, we have singled out the stories
of just three: Jacob V. Brower, Father
of Itasca State Park, John A. Latsch,
the Winona philanthropist who gave
so generously in the cause of recreg-
tion, and Clarence R. Magney, that
giant of the North to whom we owe
so much of our scenic North Shore
park system.
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JACOB V. BROWER

The idea for our first state park,
Ttasca, began merely as a project of
the Minnesota Historical Society to
have a survey made to verify the true
source of the Mississippi —a purely
historical and geographical project.
On February 12, 1889, Jacob V.
Brower (1840-1905) soldier, seaman,
lawyer, legislator, land agent, rail-
road president, editor, archaeologist,
ethnologist, explorer — to name some
of his varied vocations—was in-
structed to make this survey.

Brower credits the first suggestion
for making Itasca a state park to his
survey assistant, Alfred J. Hill, a cit-
izen of St. Paul and a native of Eng-
land, who in March, 1889, wrote a
letter to the editor of the St. Paul Dis-
patch suggesting “a real wild” state
park at Itasca. It was not until
January 22, 1890 that editor Joseph
A. Wheelock, in a masterly lead
editorial in the St. Paul Pioneer Press
took up the idea and urged that a
state park at Itasca “be one of the
fist parks to engage the attention of
the legislature at its next session.”
Emil Geist, well-known -St. Paul
jeweler, a citizen of many interests,
then carried the idea another step for-
ward by sending the editorial to the
Minnesota Historical Society and urg-
ing it to “make history” by turning
its attention to the preservation of the
headwaters of the Mississippi.

The Society, of course, did what ail
organizations do in such circum-
stances; it referred the matter to a
committee, The active members were,
Charles D. Elfelt, Chairman, and
Professor M. H. Winchell, the geolo-
gist. Fortunately, the versatile Jacob
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realize

V. Brower, already thoroughly famil-
jar with the area from the previously
directed survey, was able to prepare
a map and cost estimate, for which
the Society eventvally voted him the
munificent (!} sum of $50.00.

The Historical Society, having con-
cluded the whole matter was one for
the legislature, instructed Brower to
draw a bill, which he did. But it was
as true in 1891, as it is today, that
legislatures act only on what con-
stituents push.

According to Brower, although this
has been questioned, the fight to cre-
ate the park was a desperate one. In
the Senate the opponents adopted a
strategy which they expected would
kili the project. They amended the
Itasca Park Bill to provide that the
pay of the park comrmissioner (who
was to have sole responsibility for
surveying, acquiring and developing
the Park) should expire at the end of
sixty days. When it seemed much too
late in the season to get the bill, even
as amended, through the House,
Brower, through a personal appeal to
an influential legislator, Thomas R.
Foley, managed to get the bill passed
there.

Then, confronted with a threatened
recall of the bill, he was only able to
save it by button-holing Governor
Merriam's secretary and pursuading
him to see that the governor signed it
before it could be recalled. “No
one,” said Brower, “will ever fully
how necessarily strenuous
were the exertions which finally re-
sulted in establishing TItasca State
Park, April 20, 1891

But, as all of those who have
worked to establish a state park well
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know, the establishment of a park on
paper is just the first stage of the
long, hard, bazardous and sometimes
heartbreaking struggle to turn a
dream into a reality. And so it was
with Itasca. The largest single owner-
ship was federal with most of the rest
of the park land in the hands of lead-
ing timber interests. To help secure
the federal grant, Brower was fortu-
nately supported by telegrams and
letters from Governor Merriam,
Alexander Ramsey, and other leading
citizens. On August 2, 1892, a bill
was signed granting the federal lands
to the state, with right of forfeiture
to the federal government “if at any
time it shall cease 10 be exclusively
used for a state public park, or if the
state shall not pass a law or laws to
protect the timber thereon.”

In the meantime, Brower accepted
appointment as park commissioner
and served with substantially no
salary or budget, with all costs having
to come out of his own private and
limited means.

With the federal grant in hand, and
with the interdepartmental transfer to
the park of two school sections,
Brower was successful in securing an
option from the Northern Pacific for
its 2,450 acres of land-grant lands on
such favorable terms (about 50 cents
per acre) as to constitufe a generous
gift to the state. The 1893 Legisla-
ture, though refusing any appropria-
tions for condemnation or even for
the park commissioner’s salary or
expense, did appropriate enough to
permit the state to exercise its options
on the 2,450 acres of railroad land.

While, as we shall see, Brower con-
tinued to labor for Itasca after his
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term as Commissioner expired in
1895, it i hard not to sympathize
with his remarks in his report (1892
1894 page 38) to Governor Knute
Nelson that he felt “entitled to dif-
ferent and better consideration and
treatment, even at the hands of dem-
agogues, temporarily placed where
they can do the greatest harm to the
greatest number.”

Brower’s story of his struggles with -
.the timber interests is one largely of

battles lost. Megotiations with them
were for the most part unfruitful,
Condemnation and an  adequate
appropriation to carry out such ac-
quisition were clearly necessary. After
having been completely unsuccess-
ful in getting condemnation funds in
the sessions of 1893, 1895 and 1897,
Brower had the good fortune in 1899
to find a staunch ally and disciple in
Portius C, Deming, who had just
been elected to the Legislature from
the University area of Minneapolis.
Deming secured an appropriation of
$20,000 for condemnation of private

timber lands with a further $%1,000

appropriated to enable the attorney
general to secure two-year options,
the thought being that at that time
all the remaining lands could be ac-
quired for a total cost of about
$40,000.

On May 7, 1901 when Brower filed
his survey and appraisal with At
torney General W. B. Douglas “pre-
paratory to the expenditure of
$21,000 appropriated expressly for
the purpose of rescuing Lake Ttasca
and its beautiful shores from the dev-
astating grasp of advancing lumber-
man, not a single pine free had been
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lumbered off the area of the state
park.”

Unfortunately the period following
the retirement of Itasca’s good friend,
Governor John Lind on January 9,
1901, was, as Brower pictures it, one
of inaction and depredation. At-
torney General Douglas left large
tracts of pine in private ownership re-
porting that “the purchase of all
standing pine situated in the park
would be an idle waste of money.”

The State permitted logging in the
park and the construction of a dam
at the outlet of Lake Itasca which
flooded much of the shoreline.
Brower died on June 1, 1905 and the
original lodge, which was dedicated
later that very month, was named for
and has since born the name, not of
Brower, who had devoted years of his
life and much of his perscnal means
to creating Itasca Park, but of Doug-
las, the attorney general who, at least
in the view of Brower and other
friends of the Park, had not only
neglected to carty out the legislative
mandate for land acquisition, but had
heen one of the parties executing, on
behalf of the state, some. of the very
contracts which enabled Iumbermen
to do substantial damage to Itasca’s
lands, lakes and timber!

The story of Itasca demonstrates
how the spirit of a good man is im-
mortalized not in buildings or -monu-
ments, but in the faith of his dis-

ciples, for Portius C. Deming, in-

1913, over twenty years after the
park was established, and nearly a
decade after Brower's death, finally
secured from the Legislature the
$250,000 which was by that time
needed to secure for the state the re-
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JOHN 4, LATSCH

maining private lands in the park
which could earlier have been secured
for a fraction of such a sum. As Dem-
ing wrote Brower's daughter years
later, “I did this work largely in re-
membrance of him, and of what he
would have done had he been living.”

JOHN A. LATSCH

The story of John A. Latsch of
Winona, 1860-1934, by contrast, is
one not of battles in legislative halls,
but of wonderful gifts by a man of
means who loved both nature and his
fellow citizens.

John Latsch, of Swiss parentage,
built up, originally in partnership
with his father, a prosperous whole-
sale grocery business in Winona,
Minnesota. He was a bachelor and a
lover of the outdoors. He spent his
Sundays and holidays tramping over
the hills of which he was so fond, or
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Gooseberry Falls On Our North Shore
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paddling his cance up some quiet
Mississippi  backwater, His strong
sense of civic responsibility put him
not only on many charitable and
civic boards, but also induced him to
serve as Mayor of Winona for a two-
year term.

With John Latsch, as later with
Clarence Magney, the clection of a
man already fond of the outdoors to
the office of mayor seems to have
been the spark which ignited a latent
interest into a lifetime dedication to
the cause of parks. It was as Mayor
of Winona in 1905 to 1907 that
Latsch conceived the idea of a public
beach and bathhouse for his city
which he then had developed at his
expense and donated to the City.

This was just the beginning of a
whole series of truly remarkable gifts
for park and recreational uses. To the
City of Winona, John Latsch gave
Bluffside Park, Athletic Park, - East
End Ball Park, Westfield Golf
Course, Union Athletic Field, Agahm-
ing Park and more than 7,000 acres
of land extending over twenty miles
along the Mississippi. In addition, he
gave the city various business prop-
erties, the income of which was to be
used in maintaining, improving and
enlarging public parks, and animal,
fish, game and hunting preserves. To
the Boy Scouts, he gave Camp Game-
haven, consisting of about 1,000
acres on the Mississippi. .

In Wisconsin, his native state,
Latch acquired and gave to that state
for park purposes, over 2,000 acres
close to his birthplace, including
Trempealeau Mountain, first noted by
Father Louis Hennepin, and *Perrot
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Park” where Nicholas Perrot and his
party had wintered in 1686.

The State of Minnesota can thank
John Latsch not only for the two-
mile long John A, Latsch State Park
which includes the famous Chimney
Rock above Winona and the head-
lands known as Point Lookout, Point
Faith, Point Hope and Point Charity,
but also for his gift of over 200 acres
which formed the nucleus of the
beautiful and popular Whitewater
State Park some fifteen miles west of
Winona. -

The name Latsch is little known
outside the Winona area. Yet, this one
citizen quietly acquired and gave to
the public a total acreage of Jands far
larger than any single park in the en-
tire Minnesota State Park system,
save only Itasca and St. Croix, lands
having an aggregate value today in
the millions of dollars.

CLARENCE R. MAGNEY

“I'm off to the North Shore tomor-
row. That auto junk yard at Tofte
has got to go.” How well the writer
recalls the late Judge C. R. Magney’s
anxiety to get back to his home on
Lake Superior at the Caribou River
each spring after his return to St. Paul
from Africa or, perhaps, New
Zealand, always full of ideas for
another park or scenic highway proj-
ect in his beloved north country.

After a boyhood in the St. Croix
Valley, where his father served sev-
eral parishes as a Lutheran minister,
followed by college at Gustavus
Adolphus  and law at Harvard,
Clarence R. Magney (1883-1962)
went to Duluth and immediately be-
came a lifelong devotee of the North
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Shore when his first case took him to
Grand Marais, then generally acces-
sible only by boat.

Mr, George Peterson of the Min-
neapolis Star-Tribune has already
told the story (See “Conservation
Volunteer”, Vol. 25, Sept.-Oct. 1962)
of how Judge Magney, when he
became Mayor of Duluth in 1917,
became his own park commissioner,
expanding the city’s park system to
6,000 acres and helping to double the
size of Jay Cooke State Park. While
Clarence Magney had a distinguished
career as a jurist, first on the district
bench at Duluth, then on the Min-
pesota Supreme Court as an associate
justice and, after formal retirement, as
a’ commissioner, it was, as George
Peterson has said, in his role as con-
servationist that he will be remem-
bered longest,

The tangible evidence of what
Judge Magney accomplished in his
“spare time” during his years as a
!awyer and judge is found, not only
in the parks named after him in Du-
luth and at the Bois Brule or Arrow-
head River, but throughout the length
of the North Shore. The magnificent
new highway through Grand Portage
Indian Reservation is there because
the Indians trusted Judge Magney and
were finally willing to give the neces-
sary right of way.

Baptism River, Split Rock, Caribou
Falls, Kodonce River, Ray Bergland
M_emorial Park, Gooseberry, Cross
River, all these, owe much, often
their very existence, to Judge Mag-
ney. It was Judge Magney who
secured options (and often even
bought up tracts of land outright in
advance of legislation), prepared
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plans, drew the. bills and then pre-
sented the story to the Legislature.
The writer vividly recalls Judge Mag-
ney with his maps, options and cost
figures appearing before the appropri-
ate legislative committees in 1961 to
secure establishment of Devil's Track
River State Park. His case, as always,
was well prepared. He had the legisla-
tors’ confidence. When his bill went
through, he said, “This completes my
work. Al my waterfalls are now
safe!”

When Judge Magney died in 1962,
he had not only completed his North
Shore work, but had succeeded in cre-
ating the Minnesota Council of State
Parks, an organization, of which he
was the first chairman, through which
other citizens may carry on his aim
of creating a park system ample for
all Minnesotans for generations to
come.

CONSERVATION VOLUNTEER

To those of us of the next genera-
tion whom he asked to serve with
him on this Council he would say,
“While my work is done and I can-
not do more, 1 count on you to carry
on.” He particularly charged us with
securing the beautiful St. Croix, the
siver he knew so well from boyhood,
against commercial development. He
was most anxious that the river above
Taylor’s Falls become a park and
thus, in his favorite phrase, serve as
a part of everyman’'s country estate.
May we, in the years immediately
ahead, see to it that this is done.

Someday soon, the full story should
be told, not only of Brower, Latsch
and Magney, but of the Lorings and
Pillsburys of Minneapolis and of the
many, many citizens of all back-
grounds and circumstances, living, as
well as dead, who have, by their gen-
erosity and efforts, made possible the
Minnesota parks which have become
the envy of so many other states. In
the meantime, if those of us on the
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firing line in the years immediately
ahead can, with the inspiration of
men such as Brower, Latsch and Mag-
ney, persevere as they did, Minne-
sota can enter the twenty-first century
with parks and open spaces adequate
for the needs of that much larger,
more leisured population which
will then be with us.
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..A MORAL ISSUE

“In dealing with our natural resources we have come to a place at
last where every consideration of patriotism, every consideration of love
of country, of gratilude jor things that the land and the institutions of

this Nation have given us, call upon us for a return .

.. Conservation is

a moral issue because it involves the rights and duties of our people . . . A

nation deprived of liberly may win it,

a nation divided may reunite, but a na-

tion whose natural resources are destroyed must inevitably pay the penalty

of poverty, degradation, and decay .

. So the noblest task that confronis

us all today is to leave this country unspotted in honor, and unexhausted
in resources, to our descendanis. I conceive this task to partake of the

highest spirit of patriotism.” .
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. . Gifford Pinchot.
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