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2015 
Annual Report

Boulders saved at Banning State 
Park along the Kettle River
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Our Mission
To acquire, protect and enhance critical land for 

the public’s use and benefit.

Our Vision
We envision an interconnected system of parks, 
trails, waterways, natural areas and open spaces 
that provide all Minnesotans with outstanding 

outdoor recreational opportunities and that 
preserve the natural diversity of our state.

Willard Munger State Trail ~ near the connection into Jay Cooke State 

Cover photos left to right from top: Kettle River in Banning State Park; Advocates for the Shooting Star 
State Trail at our 2015 Day on the Hill; Reuel Harmon Award at our 2015 Annual Dinner; Riders from our 2015 
Bike Minnesota event at Inspiration Peak State Wayside and along the Central Lakes State Trail; Magney Circle 
members at the proposed Minnesota Valley State Trail. 
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Putting the finishing touches on our Annual Report before it goes to press is always 
a fun time of year. It's an opportunity to bundle up our efforts and accomplishments 
into a tidy package that we can reflect upon. It's like a time capsule that years from 
now we can look back on to see how far we've come. 

In fact, we recently dusted off our annual report from 20 years ago for this very reason. 
At that time we were celebrating a boost in membership to 880 members. Today those 
numbers have increased four-fold to 3,700 members and our budget tells the same 
story. All this translates into increased strength for our efforts at land acquisition, ad-
vocacy and member engagement. What's also clear from looking back 20 years ago is 
the commitment to our mission has been steadfast. In 1995 we completed the transfer 
of critical land at Crow Wing, Itasca, Sibley and Split Rock Lighthouse State Parks. 
Since the beginning saving special places was our goal.  

In 2015 we continued this goal with our purchase of critical land at Banning State 
Park that will certainly create benefits that will be felt for decades to come. By partner-
ing with the Minnesota Climbers Association, we not only saved a beautiful landscape, 
but also saved a rare asset that a dedicated community of outdoor recreationists will 
cherish for years to come.

The other major accomplishment for 2015 was seeing our efforts at the state capitol 
pay off. State Parks and Trails received a much-needed restoration of their general 
funds to operate and maintain the system. This doesn't mean that their job will be easy. 

We're seeing renewed excitement in our state parks with visitation numbers higher 
than ever before. The system needs to keep up with this demand, because it is critical 
to our state's economy, our health and our environment. We need these places and they 
need us!

Your support makes it happen--thank you!

Dear Friends

Michael Tegeder, 		  Brett Feldman, 
President of the Board		  Executive Director	

Brett Feldman, Executive DirectorMichael Tegeder, President

Working together to achieve our mission

Banning State Park ~ wolf creek 
(photo by Gary Alan Nelson)
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Land Protection
Since our founding in 1954, we have helped acquire more than 11,000 acres for parks and trails in 
Minnesota. Our Samuel H. Morgan Land Fund was created through extensive fundraising to ensure 
we have the funds available to purchase critical land when it’s urgently needed. This fund, paired with 
expertise in land acquisitions has resulted in the preservation of thousands of acres of land that are 
enjoyed by countless people everyday and will continue to be enjoyed for generations to come. 

Preserving special places for future generations

We saved the boulders of  
Banning State Park
Our work to save the rugged boulders at 
Banning State Park was a multi-year effort 
that took foresight, determination and a solid 
partnership with people who cared deeply for 
this special place, namely the climbers from the 
Minnesota Climbers Association (MCA).

For years, the MCA had maintained a relationship with the landown-
ers to allow use of the area for bouldering (an activity similar to rock 
climbing). When they learned of the plans to sell the land, the urgency 
to save this treasured landscape for Banning State Park was clear. 

While the land is located within the statutory boundary of Banning 
State Park, it had been privately owned since before the park was 
established in 1963. Yet, the park was not in a position to respond 
quickly enough to acquire this unique area. So, in Oct. 2012 we began 
work to acquire the land on behalf of the park.

By Oct. 2013 we finalized our purchase of the 108-acre parcel. Dur-
ing the 17 months when we owned the land, we facilitated discussions 
between MCA and park managers on the best way to allow climbing 
while protecting vulnerable resources. By the summer of 2014 Banning 
State Park's management plan was amended, making it the fifth state 
park to allow climbing. During this time we also worked with MCA 
to build a road, parking area and trails to the bouldering area. 

Today, this land is fully owned and managed by Banning State Park 
and open for bouldering. By preserving this place, with its unique 
boulders and pristine river landscape, we increase opportunities for 
people to gain a first-hand appreciation for Minnesota’s natural en-
vironment. Such experiences are vital to a continued environmental 
stewardship as well as for a healthy state of mind and body.

Banning State Park ~ The Kettle River along land acquired  (photo by Gary Alan Nelson)
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Location of Land Acres
Land 
Value

Year  
Acquired Description

Anderson County Park
(Isanti County)

24.50 $155,000 2015 Located between two lakes, this land will provide additional miles of trails, and 
water access to Horseleg and Horseshoe Lakes.

Becklin Homestead County Park  
(Isanti County)

9.58 $141,000 2015 Located at the gateway to the park, this land will substantially enhance the 
entrance and may provide additional miles of ski and hiking trails. 

Casey Jones State Trail
(in the city of Lake Wilson)

0.58 $2,500 2015 Land for a trailhead in the city of Lake Wilson where there is currently a 1.5-mile 
segment of natural surface trail and efforts to connect to segment into Pipestone. 

Crow Wing State Park 5.00 $135,000 2004 Long-term holding acquired as excess, non-park land as part of a project that 
expanded Crow Wing State Park by 55 acres.

Finland State Forest  
(for Crosby Manitou State Park)

3.50 $16,400 2004 Remnant land acquired as part of a land exchange with Lake County that helped 
expand Crosby Manitou State Park by 2,060 acres. 

Sibley State Park 153.06 $460,000 2014 Rolling grassy hills at SE corner of Sibley State Park necessary to build a spur for the 
Glacial Lakes State Trail to lead into the park.

Superior Hiking Trail 
(at Devil's Track River near Grand Marais)

40.00 $28,000 1995 Long-term holding of land to which we have granted a permanent easement to 
the Superior Hiking Trail for use as part of the trail with a primitive campsite.

Tettegouche State Park 2.50 $19,200 2013 Forested wetlands providing scenic views from Hwy. 31. and a quarter-mile buffer 
between highway and the Sawtooth Trail. Donated by Mark and Joan Strobel.

TOTAL 238.72 $957,100

held in trust for a park or trail at 2015 year end

Location of Land Acres
Land 
Value

Year  
Acquired Description

Banning State Park 108.39 $250,000 2013 See page 4 for details.

TOTAL 108.39 $250,000

conveyed to a Park or trail in 2015 

Anderson County Park ~ overlooking the Horseleg lake adjacent to land we helped acquire in 2015.

Location of Land Acres
Land 
Value

Year  
Acquired Description

Anderson County Park 2.70 $5,248 2015 Land sold to adjacent landowner to settle a property line dispute within the title.

TOTAL 2.70 $5,248

conveyed to private ownership in 2015 

2015 Land Projects by Parks & Trails Council

As our founders bore witness to pristine lands being sold and torn up for development, 
they made a commitment to dedicate their resources to a strategically managed land fund. 
The Samuel H. Morgan Land Fund operates as a revolving account that gets spent many 
times over to ensure critical lands are acquired for protection and incorporation into Min-
nesota’s park and trail system. Our members have added to this fund over the years, making 
it a powerful force in the effort to preserve parks and trails. Volunteer attorneys and their 
firms from around the state generously donate all legal expenses. 

Samuel H. Morgan land fund
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Research & Public Policy
Being an independent, honest and forthright voice 

State Parks and Trails receive 
much needed budget increase

We started the 2015 legislative session with an ambitious 
goal of restoring the General Fund appropriation to state 
parks and trails, after years of falling behind. With a rare 
surplus, we knew this was the optimal time to make the 
case. 

In the end, a budget was passed that saw an important 
increase of 23 percent in General Fund appropriations for 
state parks and trails. This brings the budget back in line 
with previous years, but does not cover the full $62 million 
need we had identified. 

Parks & Trails Council of Minnesota’s ability to effectively communicate the needs 
of the Minnesota’s park and trail systems and its users to legislators and government 
officials has made it the preeminent voice for parks and trails throughout Minnesota 
and at the Capitol. Always determined and forward-thinking, P&TC heads into each 
legislative session armed with a comprehensive agenda seeking necessary and smart 
investments in our park and trail systems. 

Itasca State Park ~ headwaters (photo by Randen Pederson via Creative Commons)

2015 Legislative Agenda

Every $1 spent 
on MN state 
parks and trails 
supports over 
$10 
in economic 
activity
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Brown's Creek State Trail ~ opened June 2015

In 2015 Parks & Trails Council's annual "Day on the Hill" 
event was held on March 4. This event brought nearly 100 
supporters from across the state to gather in St. Paul to 
learn about key issues facing parks and trails. Many of these 
supporters then met in-person with legislators to urge them 
to support parks and trails.

Supporters heard from leaders from the three park systems 
in Minnesota (state, metro and Greater Minnesota), who 
shared their priorities and concerns for the upcoming legis-
lative session. In addition, several key legislators visited with 
the group and shared their priorities and outlook.  

Other Funding Priorities Achieved in 2015

We had three other priorities for the 2015 legislative session, for which we saw important progress made. 

2015 Priority Outcome Details

Create a stunning park 
and trail legacy for 
future generations.

•	 The Legacy bill equitably distributed $91 million across three park  
systems a) DNR, b) Metropolitan Council, and c) Greater Minnesota. 

•	 The Greater Minnesota Parks & Trails Commission received necessary 
funds to continue establishing a more formal system of regionally 
significant parks and trails in Greater Minnesota.

Build Minnesota’s 
parks and trails through 
the Environment and 
Natural Resources Trust 
Fund.

•	 The Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund, which is funded 
by lottery proceeds, appropriated $4.1 million for park and trail proj-
ects. The breakdown was $1.5 million for acquisition of state parks and 
trails, $1 million for the metro area, $1 million for the Mesabi trail, and 
$600,000 for reintroducing bison to Minneopa State Park.

✓

Reinvest in 
Minnesota’s aging park 
and trail infrastructure.

•	 A bonding bill funded various infrastructure needs across the state, but 
unfortunately no park or trail projects were included. Bonding for parks 
and trails will be a major priority for us in 2016.

✓

✓

Our 2015 Day on the Hill
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Member &  
Community Engagement

Engaging members to protect & enhance special places
Our motto, "people saving special places" reflects the grassroots nature of our work. Members provide 
the largest and most important source of our revenue--members make this important work possible. 
In turn, we keep members informed on issues and provide opportunities to gather and experience the 
treasured places we are working together to protect. 

Friends Group Support
Parks & Trails Council supports the efforts of volunteer-
based Friends Groups in a variety of ways. One key way is 
through fiscal sponsorship services, which enables groups 
to receive nonprofit status while we assume the respon-
sibility of creating and maintaining accounting records. 
Through this relationship Friends Groups undertook a 
number of projects that enhanced our states parks. At the 
end of 2015 P&TC held $182,685 on behalf of these 25 
Friends Groups:

�� Central Lakes Trail 
Association

�� Friends of Anderson Park
�� Friends of Bertram Chain 

of 	Lakes
�� Friend of Casey Jones 

State Trail
�� Friends of Father 

Hennepin State Park 
�� Friends of Hayes Lake
�� Friends of Lake Maria
�� Friends of Lashbrook 

Park
�� Friends of Luce Line 

West
�� Friends of Maplewood 

State Park
�� Friends of Murray 

County Parks
�� Friends of Scandia Parks 

and Trails
�� Friends of Whitewater 

State Park

�� Friends of Wild River 
State Park 

�� Friends of William 
O'Brien State Park

�� Frontenac State Park 
Association

�� Gateway-Browns Creek 
Trail Association

�� Glacial Ridge Trail 
Association 

�� Goodhue Pioneer Trail 
Association

�� Isanti County Sportsmen 
Club

�� Jackson County Trails 
Association

�� KIDFUN
�� Minnesota Horse Council
�� Minnesota Wilderness 

Trails Alliance
�� Sibley State Park 

Improvement 
Association

In the 11th year of hosting our annual 3-day bike ride, 32 
bicyclists helped raise $11,000 for our mission of acquiring, 
protecting and enhancing critical land for the public's use 
and benefit.

The ride was based at Glendalough State Park over Labor 
Day weekend. We traveled along the newly built, paved 
trail that runs through Glendalough and connects into the 
nearby city of Battle Lake. The Glendalough Park Partners 
were an important advocate for creating the trail and as 
they were the co-hosts for our ride, we learned first-hand 
how that effort took shape. 

Central Lakes State Trail ~ 2015 Bike Minnesota! riders leaving lunch at DeLagoon Park in Fergus Falls
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Nearly 200 supporters gathered at our 61st Annual Din-
ner, held on March 24. The event celebrates our work and 
honors the incredible contributions of our supporters.

Climatologist Dr. Mark Seeley gave the keynote address 
where he shared his extensive knowledge of Minnesota's 
climate. He presented impressive data showing the need to 
adapt park management practices as climate change begins 
to impact Minnesota's state parks. 

The Reuel Harmon Award, which is an annual recognition 
of exemplary service and outstanding achievements on be-
half of Minnesota’s parks and trails, was awarded to Peggy 
Prowe. For twenty years, Prowe has steadily advocated for 
the Mill Towns State Trail with the goal of connecting 
two already existing trails: the Sakatah Singing Hills State 
Trail and the Cannon Valley Regional Trail. 

The event also raised nearly $5,000 through the silent auc-
tion and raffle with items donated by 34 generous indi-
viduals and businesses. See the full list of in-kind donors 
on page 15.

The Magney Circle is our leadership group of individu-
als who give a contribution of $500 or more per year. 
With this commitment comes opportunities to gain 
in-depth knowledge of our work through tours, presen-
tations and special events. In June 2015, Parks & Trails 
Council hosted a Magney Circle event to learn about 
plans for the dual-surface Minnesota Valley State Trail. 

We met at the chapter house of the Isaac Walton 
League, which is located within the planned trail cor-
ridor. We heard from numerous supporters of the trail 
including the manager of the MN Valley Wildlife 
Refuge (the trail will run through the refuge), the mayor 
of Bloomington, the Representative from Bloomington, 
and a DNR trail planner.

The evening ended with a walk along the planned trail 
led by Ed Crozier, one of the founders of the Minne-
sota Valley Wildlife Refuge. The walk led along a quiet 
section of the Minnesota River with giant cottonwood 
trees. 

Climatologist Mark Seeley 
gave the keynote address.

Trail advocate Peggy Prowe (center) 
received the Reuel Harmon Award.

e
Weather & Wilderness

in
Minnesota State Parks

    6
1st  Annual Dinner Magney 

Circle 
Minnesota Valley State Trail

Mingle & Discover

Minnesota Valley Wildlife Refuge 
Manager discussing the planned trail.

Magney Circle member along 
the proposed trail.

Planned Minnesota Valley State Trail ~ Magney Circle members 



10

73%
Member Support8%

Other

7%
MN Enviro Fund

12%
Grants

Financial Health
Statement of Activities
Support & Revenue Unrestricted Temporarily Restricted Total

Grants & Contributions $  296,061 - $  296,061
Membership Support 81,515 - 81,515
Special Events (net expenses of $19,597) 5,314 - 5,314
Investment Income (3,115) - (3,115)
Loss on Sale of Property a (3,550) - (3,550) a
Other Income 30,193 - 30,193
Satisfaction of Time Restrictions 35,000 (35,000) -
Satisfaction of Program Restrictions 500 (500) -
Total Support & Revenue 441,918 (35,500) 406,418

Expenses Unrestricted Temporarily Restricted Total
Land Acquisition 94,100 - 94,100
Community Outreach  118,125 -  118,125
Membership  119,271 -  119,271
Research & Public Policy  134,480 -  134,480
Administration  53,694 -  53,694
Development  26,405 -  26,405
Total  Expenses  546,075 -  546,075

Change in Net Assets (104,157) (35,500) (139,657)
Net Assets at Beginning of Year 7,156,896 35,500 7,192,396
Net Assets at End of Year $  7,052,739 - $   7,052,739

Revenue Expenses

(a) Parks & Trails Council holds 
land in trust for public partners 
that occasionally declines in value 
by the time of sale. This decline 
in value is absorbed by P&TC's 
Samuel H. Morgan Land Fund.

Afton State Park (photo by Mark Lissick)

Parks & Trails Council exceeds 
the Charities Review Council 
recommendation that at least 65% of  
expenses be spent on programs.
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Assets 2015 2014
Current Assets

Cash & Cash Equivalents $   4,339,374 $   4,347,814
Pledges Receivable - 45,200
Prepaid Expenses 11,269 10,537
Accounts Receivable 2,493 335

Protected Property 1,027,582 959,326
Property - Net 8,550 15,616
Investments 2,288,221 2,517,142
Insurance Policy 83,157 79,565
Total Assets $ 7,760,646 $   7,975,535

Liabilities & Net Assets
Current Liabilities

Accounts Payable $   126,566 $   116,196
Accrued Expenses 7,971 7,540
Deferred Revenue 800 800
Funds Held for Friends Groups 182,685 166,258

Long-term Liabilities
Accounts Payable 115,000 230,000
Notes Payable 274,885 262,345

Total Liabilities 707,907 783,139
Net Assets

Unrestricted 7,052,739 7,156,896
Temporarily Restricted - 35,500
Total Net Assets 7,052,739 7,192,396

Total Liabilities & Net Assets $   7,760,646 $   7,975,535

Statement of Financial Position
Fund 2015 2014

General Fund  
   (Unrestricted) 

$   310,285 $   249,873

Samuel H. Morgan 
  Land Acquisition Fundb 4,685,094 4,734,881

Reuel Harmon  
  Endowment Fundc 2,057,359 2,172,142

Temporarily Restricted - 35,500

Total $   7,052,739 $   7,192,396

Net Assets by Fund

(b) The Samuel H. Morgan Land Acquisition Fund is a revolving 
account that covers acquisition costs and is reimbursed when 
land is transferred to a public agency. 

(c) The Reuel Harmon Endowment Fund provides up to 5% of its 
balance annually for general operations.

Financial information is based on an independent 
auditor’s report conducted in accordance with 
auditing standards for the years ended Dec. 31, 
2015 and 2014. To obtain a copy of the complete 
audit, please contact the Parks & Trails Council of 
Minnesota office at 651-726-2457.

Shooting Star State Trail (photo by  Maureen Noterman)

We are honored to be one of the 21 Minnesota-based environmental 
organizations that comprise the Minnesota Environmental Fund—a 
workplace giving program. If you would like more info on how to take 
advantage of this program visit: www. mnenvirofund.org
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Thank you to our 
2015 supporters

Individual & 
Organizational 
Donors
Magney Circle Members 
Individuals who gave $500 or more
for general operations in 2015 are 
recognized in green.

$5,000 and more
3M Foundation
Richard "Dick" and Mary Brainerd
Louise Fester
Martin and Esther Kellogg
Medtronic Foundation
Minnesota Environmental Fund
Peter and Linda Seed
Fred and Eleanor Winston

$1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous
Bruce and Martha Atwater
Leila Brammer
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Buell
Peter K. Butler
Gary R. Carlson
David Chizek
Mike and Julia Costello
Steve and Amy Culbert
Mr. Thomas E. Daggett and Dr. Barbara L. 

Zajiceck-Daggett
Ruth Dayton
David Dixen
Mary C. Dolan
Robert and Nancy Erickson
Tim and Noreen Farrell
Brett Feldman and Elizabeth Haugen
Theresa Horan
Frank Janezich
Drs. Jim and Penny Langland
Judith Reisman and Jane Levin
Dan Luna
Walt McCarthy and Clara Ueland
Robert and Lucy Mitchell
Jonathan and Martha Morgan
Richard and Joan Newmark
Jim Nystrom
David and Marla Olson

Thomas and Susan Pavey
Robert R. Piche
Kem Pomeroy
Michael Prichard
James Abbott Ladner and Family
Tom Stoa and Christine Boudin Stoa
Mark and Joan Strobel
Rupert and Jeanne Strobel
Michael V. Tegeder
United Health Group
Tom and Diane Witzig
Steve and Ellen Young

$500 - $999
Karla and Brad Anderson
Dorothy H. Anderson Ph.D.
Bob Bierscheid
Carsten O. Bjornstad
Bill and Beth Blank
Blue Cross & Blue Shield of MN
Ms. Thelma Boeder
Henry and Nancy Brantingham
Gerald C. Bren
Richard Brennan
Peter and Nancy Breyfogle
Paul H. Brown
Patricia A. Colburn
Ward Denaway
Lori Ricke and Eric Dunn
Sheila R. Faulkner
Lisa Filter and Joel Martin
Charles and Iris Fried
Kevin Gregerson
Julie Gugin and John Hall
Mary Hauser
Richard Heine
Bill and Linda Holley
IBM International Foundation
Don Janes
Verónica Jaralambides and Chris Polston
Norbert L. Johnson
Dr. Paul Karazija
Richard E Keir
Lynette W. Kepp
Katherine L. Kladstrup
Mark Larson and Mary Kennedy
Chuck and Cindy Laszewski
Greg and Mai Lauer
Kathy and Allen Lenzmeier
Pam and Harry Lienke

Kellie and Dwayne Lowman
Michele Marrinan
James Massee & Sydney Nesbitt Massee
Mike and Patricia Mattson
Sarah and Andrew Meister
Karen and David Minge
Carol J. Mizuno
Dr. Donna Morgan
Ed Murphy
Diane M. Nelson
Bob Nesheim and Marlys Johnson
Robert and Emily Nesvold
Mark and Jackie Nolan
John and Yvette Oldendorf
Keith and Carol Ottoson
Michele J. Peter
Peggy Prowe
Maureen Reed and Jim Hart
Anna Marie P. Rosen
Dominique Conseil and Misato Sakai
Kathleen A. Connelly and Carolyn J. 

Sampson
Peter A. Schlesinger
Dave and Linda Simpkins
Grant Martin and Wendi Slattengren
Conrad and Ann Smith
Elaine Smith
Thomas B. Stirling
John and Teresa Swoyer
Thomson Reuters
Nan Upin
Charles Wald
Joe and Sue Weisenburger
Lee Wenzel
Terence Wingert
Bruce Hendrickson and Laura Wolf
Kurt E. Zuppke

$100 - $499
3M General Offices
Jane Voglewede and David Abbott
John and Tracey Abbott
John M. Adolphson
Bob and Linda Albert
Stephen Aldritt
Nancy Allen
Arlene and Tom Alm
Ameriprise Financial
Beth Amundson
Aileen and Michael Anderson

Jane Andrews
Peter and Jane Archibald
Scott Armitage
Christina Arndt
Tom Arneson
Diane M. Ashby
Anne Auten
Michael F. Bailey
Ann Bancroft
Pat and Heinrich Bantli
James Bartol
Michael L. Bartz
Chad and Jill Bass
Malcolm D. Bastron
Barbara Baum
Thomas Rice and Mary Becker
Stephen Befort
Kathryn Behrens
Kathleen Bennett
Norman Berghuis
Eric and Lisa Berglund
Cherie and Dave Best
Roger Betz
Larry and Judy Biederman
Roger Birnbaum
Bruce Blackburn
Roger Bock and Claire Larson Bock
Fred Bogott
Wallace Bohach
Gary and Valerie Bollinger
Craig A. Bonn
Kathy Bonnifield and Adam Oliansky
Christina and Greg Bourland
Karen l. Bowen
Alice E. Bresnahan
John and Mary Brink
Nancy Odden and Doug Britton
Dan and Pat Brockton
Ronald Burley
Michael G. Burnett
Richard I. Burton
Joseph R. Cade
Gary Gustafson and Dawn Carlson
Barbara A. Carlson
Charlotte Carlson
Darlene Carlson
Jon Paul Carlson
William A. Carlson
Frank and Kathie Cerra
Karen L. Chandler

The generosity of individuals, organizations, businesses and foundations makes the 
work of Parks & Trails Council possible. Thank you!
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Chuck Chism
Mary Madden and Brad Christensen
Valeria Christensen
Thomas and Karen Clapp
Margaret Cleveland
John Stoklosa and Nancy Cole
Michael Cole
Janet P. Colliton
Donald Condon
Michael R. Conley
Gary Connett
Mary K. Connolly
Steve W. Cook
William M. Cook
Stewart H. Corn
Sharon Parker and Craig Cox
Gayle Coyer
Jean and Joe Crocker
Ellie Crosby
John Cross
Al and Sue Crouse
Ed and Caryl Crozier
Theresa Smith and Mark Danielson
Shirley Decker
Laurel and Carter Delaittre
Michael Delong
Matthew Detert
Stephen Dickhaus
Linda Dieleman
Charlotte and Jeff Disch
Stacy and Marc Doepner-Hove
The Dorsey & Whitney Foundation
Joy and David Drummond
Jane E. Duncan
Robert and Bette Dunn
Gregory J. Durand
Sen. Dave Durenberger and Susan Foote
Mike Durenberger
Hannah McGraw-Dzik and Thomas Dzik
Edgar Eggers
Robert and Maryann Eliason
Don and Kathy Ellerton
Susan Elsner
Catherine Emkovik
Barbara Coffin and Daniel Engstrom
Elizabeth and Dennis Erb
Jodi L. Erickson
Ronald Erpelding
David and Nancy Erpestad
Eschweiler Family
Barbara Esselman
Tim and Maria Faacks
Faribault Flyers Bike & Ski Club
Cynthia Jean Fay
Bill Feigal
Harvey and Andrea Feldman
Kay Fellows
Steve Fester
Robert and Yvonne Fiedler
Gary and Kelli Fifield
Paul J. Flannigan

Kenneth Flies
Suzanne Flotten
Anne Flueckiger
H. Dutton and Caroline Foster
Craig O. Freeman
Frontenac State Park Association
John and Martha Gabbert
Jim Gabe
Theodore V. Galambos
Carol and Mike Garbisch
Bruce D. Garbisch
Laurie A. Chasteen and Gary Douglas 

Laurent
Bruce Gefvert
Burle and Louetta Gengenbach
R. James Gesell
Karen Thimmesch and David Gill
Daren Gislason
Gitchi Gami Trail Association
Florence K Gleason
James F. Glockner
Jim Golden
Melvin F. Goldenbogen
Nancy and Dick Gongoll
Gail Good
Tim and Anne Goodman
Peter and Mary Gove
Brian, Sylvie and Roland Grahan
Hendrie Grant
John and Janet Green
Theresa M. Gregory
Stacey J Grimes
Ken Guenthner
Paul Swenson and Kathy Guess
Randy Guzman
Mary and David Hagen
Robert and Diane Hagstrom
Joe and Barb Halligan
Joan and Jeff Hamiel
Albert and Janice Hammond
Donna Hanbery
Ian R. Harding
Richard J. Harju
Edward Hathaway
Jack and Lisa Hauser
Peter and Katherine Hawkins
David and Margaret Hayden
Paul F. Hayden
Gary Heaser
Keith Heaton
Dennis and Nancy Hebrink
Roy and Barbara Heinrich
Stefan Helgeson
Thomas Henderson
Joel Hendrickson
John and Diane Herman
June Wheeler and Peter Herzog
Annette Toews and Bob Hicks
Ruth Hiland
Susan and George Hoff
Eugene Holden

Thomas Hollatz
Ken Holmbeck
Melissa Hood
James Luby and Emily Hoover
Raymond Jorgensen and Judy Hoover
Diana Horrigan
Pat and Roger Hoyt
Frank Huben
Patsy and Robert Huberty
David Hunter
Cynthia Ihlenfeld
Floyd and Delores Ingersoll
Barbara and Kenneth Isham-Schopf
Gregory Janis
Brian Janssen
Ms. Carol E. Jennings
Judy Ostendorff and Ron Jensen
Orv and Kathleen Johnson
Susan and David Johnson
David and Peggy Johnson
Douglas and Therese Johnson
Andy and Kristin Johnson
Bruce E. Johnson
Shotsy Johnson
Steven J. Johnson
Walter H. Johnson
Joe R. Julian
Paul J. Jungquist
Kathleen and Bob Kachman
Mark R. Kaczmarek
James Kalb
Julie Kallemeyn
Steve Kaukola
Bill and Jennifer Kellogg
Joe and Joanne Kellogg
Stephen R. Kelly
John and Lynda Kern
Seth and Laura Kirk
Clark Kirkpatrick
Jon Kirschhoffer
Kristine Bowditch
Jeff Kirst
John Kisch
Paul Kloth
Robert Klukas
Diane Boushek and Mark Kochendorfer
Wanda Koehler
Frederick Koerschner
Edward Burke and Naomi Kritzer
Larry and Carolyn Kuechle
Rhonda Kuehl
John Kvasnicka
Robb and Jan Lageson
Brian and Pamela Larson
Carol J. Larson
Lee R. Larson
Jan and Jennifer Lasar
Mike Lawrence
David and Elizabeth Lee
Matthew R. Lehmann
John and Pat Leinen, Jr.

Robert Kolasa and Lois Lenarz
Susan Nixon and Walter Lentz
Lester Prairie Trail Committee
James Howitt and Ann Lewandowski
Robert Cashman and Paulette Lewis
Michael and Megan Lifto
Gretchen and David Lindgren
John Lindholm
John and Mary Lindstrom
John Litch
Judy and Bruce Loehle-Conger
Carol and Jerry Loomis
Alonah Lorenz
Rick Loseth
Jeanine Kelley and Michael Love
Anna Lovrien
Eunice E. Luedtke
Richard and Juanita Luis
Dennis E Lund
Susan and Christopher Lyons
Mark N. Lystig
Kimberly and Robert Macey
Kathy Magnuson
Barbara J. Mahr
John Malone
Charlotte Brooker and Gene Mammenga
Bruce Mann
Ed and Sue Marek
Andrew Mariska
Phil & Stephanie Martineau
William and Candace Marx
Ms. Heidi Marx
Jennifer Pedersen and Benjamin 

Marzinski
Jim and Fawn Master
Bonnie Matter
Phyllis J. Matthews
Susan Mattson
Michael McCarthy
Dave and Diane McClure
Anne McKinsey
William and Susan McKnight
David and Rebecca McPherson
David McRoberts
Peter and Katie Meier
Richard and Joan Meierotto
Mark Meierotto
Bill Meller
Todd Meltzer
John, Ben, Jonah, Issac Northwood and 

Mary Mengel
Grant J. Merritt
Jeffrey Messerich
Daniel L. Mettner
Dr. Christopher L. Meyer
Linda Mielke
Mike and Linda Fiterman Foundation
Tim and Mary Miley
Theresa and Scott Miller
Adam D. Miller
Joel W. Miller
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Julia Ann Miller
Robert Miller
Charles L. Mitchell
John and Theresa Mlinar
Norma Monroe
Nan Moore
Dean Moren
William Morgan
Patricia and Gerald Moriarty
Ruth Olson and Anthony Morley
William Morris
Bruce Jacobson and Ann Morrissey
James Mullin
John and Marlene Mulrooney
William and Jan Munson
Josephine Ann Musumeci
Helena Myers
Bonnie Nelson
Charles Nelson
David (Rusty) Nelson
Larry W. Nelson
Nancy A. Nelson
Donald and Susanne Nevin
Lucia Newell
Sandra and Mark Niblick
Dorothy Nicholas
Dick and Joan Niemiec
Lisa Nilles
Mark E Niznik
Northstar Trail Travelers
Catherine O'Dell
Harlan Cavert and Linda Odegard
Cynthia A. Odell
Eugene and Julie Ollila
David and Lisa Olson
Jeffrey and Susan Olson
Casey Olson
Rebecca F. Olson
Steven E. Olson
Vic Olson
Thomas and Jolene Ormand
Stacy and Mathew Osmond
Mark L Ostlund
Gerard J. Ottman
Dave Carlson and Deloris Ouren
Brian and Julia Palmer
Roger Palmquist
Sally and Tom Patterson
Jane and Brian Paulson
Debbie Pearson
John and Linda Peck
Matthew and Sejal Peckosh
Shawn Perich
David and JoAnne Peterson
James McCarthy and Gloria Peterson
Gary and Sue Peterson
James and Vivian Pietrick
Thomas Pipenhagen
John Poate
Kevin Possin
Prairie Visions

Teresa Tennis
Prudential Foundation
Sarah Psick
Anne and Brian Purrington
Maurice Quam
David H. Quandt
Elizabeth and Greg Quicksell
Wendylee Raun
A. David Redish
Carole A. Reichert
Ann Richards
David H. Richards
Richard Rogers
Patricia L. Rogowski
Donna Roles
Jean and Charles Ronnei
Janice K. Root
Brynhild Rowberg
Virginia T Ruddy
P & E Ruggiero
Tom and Lynn Rusch
Michael Russell
Jeffrey Russum
Edwin and Jennifer Ryan
Ryan Family
Deb and Grant Rykken
Larry Sampson
David Sanderson
Patricia Sanford
Paul Sandstrom
Louise Delagran and Dave Schaenzer
Lana Schaffer
Shirley Scheidel
James Schermerhorn
John Schlagel
Lise L. Schmidt
Elizabeth and William Schmitt
Peter M. Schmitt
Mary and David Schultz
Michael Schwab
Lawrence and Mary Schwanke
Christina Seagren
Estelle Q. Sell
Charles and Judith Shepard
Jill and Steven Sicheneder
Miriam G. Simmons
Rhonda Simonson
Barb Simonson
Michael Sis
Eunice A. Slager
Brett and Katherine Smith
Andrew Young
Carla J. Smith
Katherine M. Smith
Linda E. Smith
Mary Tingerthal and Conrad Soderholm
Matthew Sonnek
Susan and Gary Specker
William Spring
Jim and Mary Stahlmann
James Standefer

Franklin E. Star
Kirsten and Joe Stasney
Arne L. Stefferud
Alan Steiff
Barbara Stelmasik
Brian and Kate Stephany
Charlotte Stephens
Rudi Hargesheimer and Judy Stern
Michael Turbes and Barbara Sterner
Roger Strand
Gary A Strandemo
Roger J. Strharsky
Nancy and John Strom
Ann Sudoh
Colette Sulser
Elizabeth Super
Superior Hiking Trail Association
Clark Thurn and Claudia Swendseid
Anne Walter and Michael Swift
Theodore and Cynthia Szczech
Bob and Pat Tammen
Phillip C. Taylor
Lawrence Tempel
David and Rebecca Ternes
Jeffery A. Thielen
James W. Thommes
Kent and Kathy Thompson
Steven G. Thorne
Eric Bergerson and Laura Thorpe
Darrell Thorstenson
Joseph Thurn
Elaine and James Tohal
Karin Tomervik
Christine M. Tooley
John Toren
Gary L. Trummel
Twin Cities Bicycling Club
Faye Ulrich
US Bank Foundation
Thomas and Anne Utschig
Christian and Leslie Vaillancourt
Linda Valen
Jeff Valento
Dean and Beth Van Hoever
Ronald G. Vantine
John Velin
Lucien L. Vlaminck
Mary Volk
Kristina Vonberge
Jim Walch
Bill and Judy Walter
Erin and Jeff Warshaw
Thomas E. Warth
Mr. and Mrs. James Watson
Maureen J. Watson
Charlotte Wentzell
James White
Katherine Whittet
Marise Widmer
Mike and Pam Wiehe
Dr. Richard Wielkiewicz

Joseph Wilhelmy
Frank and Frances Wilkinson
Shawn J. Willy
Mary Shedd and Steve Wilson
Dan Barnes and Elaine Wilson
Leonard G. Wilson
Susan Moore and Douglas Winn
Thomas Winston
Susan T. Wolf
Steve and Karen Wolgamot
Robin and Seth Wolpert
Milo Oien-Rochat and Katharine Wood
Bryan L. Wyberg
Morton Naiman
Xcel Energy Foundation
Ian Young
Richard D. Young
Jon Yurik
William R. Zajicek
Patrick Zeuli
Jennifer and Keith Zimmerman
Phil and Anne Zink
Sarah Ziring
Anonymous

Tributes & 
Memorials
in honor of Chuck 

and Cheryl Cole
	 Michael Cole

in honor of Cristina de Sobrino
	 Ann Bancroft

in memory of Victoria 
Elberling

	 Shawn Perich

in memory of Allan Fagley
	 Donna Seline
	 Linda Valen

in memory of Keith Fester
	 Louise Fester
	 Steve Fester

in memory of Paul A. Freeman
	 Deborah Sershon

in memory of Bobbie Gallup
	 Donna Seline

in honor of Robert Gefvert
	 Bruce Gefvert

in memory of Emily Happe
	 Kurt E. Zuppke

in honor of Chuck Helm
	 Sarah Swinford

in honor of Brenda and 
Chris Hermann

	 Lara Homa

in honor of Dr. James 
Langland

	 Morton Naiman 
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in memory of Don Husnik
	 Julie Bjorklund 
	 Peter Cartwright
	 Jim Deye
	 Eleanor Eskuri 
	 Catherine & Bill Harrison
	 Jane Kempt
	 Barbara McKay
	 Northstar Trail Travelers
	 Dianna & Tom Rogers
	 Donna Seline
	 Wally Swanson
	 Linda Valen

in honor of the guests at 
the wedding of Tracy Van 
Steenburgh and Jim Ladner

	 James Abbott Ladner and Family

in honor of Betty and 
Bob Leonardi

	 Randy Miranda

in honor of Jon & 
Martha Morgan

	 Marlys Johnson and Robert Nesheim

in memory of Bill Morrissey
	 Bruce Jacobson and Ann Morrissey

in memory of John 
Raymond Nelson

	 Christine Lick

in memory of John W. Nelson
	 Ward Denaway

in memory of Norris 
& Kathe Nelson

	 Larry W. Nelson

in memory of Jack Pogatchnik
	 Kurt E. Zuppke

in memory of Diethelm Prowe
	 Mary Auge 
	 Connie and Gary DeGrote
	 Sandra Dreutlaw
	 Arlys Kreis 
	 Patricia Kriesel

In memory of our daughter 
Laura Reed McDonald

	 Al and Sue Crouse

in honor of Frances Sagsveem
	 Debbie Rottschafer

In memory of Al and 
Joan Schmidt

	 Lise L. Schmidt

in honor of Eleanor Winston
	 Thomas Winston

in honor of Father 
Michael Tegeder

	 Elizabeth McEnery
	 Diane Sineps

in memory of Ben Thoma
	 Louise Thoma

in memory of Mr. 
Marvin Teigland

	 Karen McLaughlin
	 Kenneth and Lois Teigland

in memory of Georganne 
"Georgie" Thorne

	 Brett Feldman and Elizabeth Haugen

in memory of Jerome Webster
	 Alice Webster

Volunteers
Dorothy H. Anderson Ph.D.
Bob Bierscheid
Richard C. Brainerd
Andrew Brantingham
Michael G. Burnett
William A. Carlson
Jo Ellen Christiansen
Kathy Connelly
Steve W. Cook
Robert O. Erickson
Timothy J. Eschweiler
Tim Farrell
Noreen Farrell
Anne Flueckiger
Jean Greenwood
Julie Gugin
Thomas A. Gump
Rudi Hargesheimer
Elizabeth Haugen
Veronica Jaralambides
Bruce E. Johnson
Dr. Paul Karazija
Mark C. Larson
John Leinen
Kellie Lowman
Bill McKnight
Richard Meierotto
Norma Monroe
Ed Murphy
Josephine Ann Musumeci
Emily Nesvold
John Oldendorf
Vic Olson
Stacy Osmond
Thomas E. Pavey
Linda Picone
Michael Prichard
Julie Marcotte
Peggy Prowe
Michael Russell
Dan Schuchman
Tom Stoa
Michael V. Tegeder
Lisa Malmstrom

In Kind Donors
Those who donated goods or services 
Above the Falls Sports
Adam Turman
Amy Rice
John Bonde
Senator Dave Durenberger and Susan 

Foote
The Elephant Walk B&B
Robert O. Erickson
Erik's Bike Shop
Fair State Brewery
Josephine Geiger
Guthrie Theater
Intelligent Nutrients
Bruce E. Johnson
KARE 11
Mark C. Larson
Laura Ingalls Wilder Museum
Rick Lorenzen
Lutsen Resort & Sea Villas
Mall of America/Triple Five World Wide 

Group
Minnesota Timberwolves & Lynx
Minnesota Historical Society Press
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum
MN United FC
Midwest Mountaineering, Inc.
Peace Coffee
Saint Paul Saints
Mark Seeley
Seward Community Co-op
Dave A Simpkins
Soo Visual Arts Center
There And Back Books
Urban Growler Brewing Co.
Walnut Grove Retail Committee
The Willard Munger Inn
Wilder Pagaent

Pro-Bono Law 
Firms & Attorneys
Recognizing law firms whose lawyers 
offered pro-bono legal advice in 2015

Dorsey & Whitney LLP
	 James R. Schultz

Kennedy & Graven, Chartered
	 Michael Norton 

Maslon, LLP
	 Charles Bans

Oppenheimer Wolff 
& Donnelly LLP

	 Kenneth Rowe

Community 
Partners
Recognizing organizational members 
working toward similar missions.
Border Route Trail Association, Inc.
Cedar Lake Park Association
Central Lakes Trail Association
Crow River Trail Guards
Friends of Casey Jones Trail
Friends of Glacial Lakes State Park
Friends of Jackson County Trails
Friends of Lake Bemidji State Park
Friends of Lake Maria State Park
Friends of Maplewood State Park
Friends of Mill Towns State Trail
Friends of Scandia Parks and Trails
Friends of Cannon Valley Trail
Friends of the Lindbergh Heritage
Friends of Wild River State Park
Frontenac State Park Association
Gateway-Brown's Creek Trail Association
Gitchi Gami Trail Association
Glacial Ridge Trail Association
Isanti Co. Sportsman's Club
Lake Louise State Park Association
Friends of Luce Line West
Minnesota Horse Council
MN Nordic Ski Association
North Star Ski Touring Club
Northstar Trail Travelers
Prairie Visions
Southeast Minnesota Association of 
Regional Trails - SMART
Sibley State Park Improvement 
Association
Superior Hiking Trail Association
Twin Cities Bicycling Club

Minnesota

TRAILS
A Parks & Trails Journal     /     MnTrails.com

Corporate Sponsors

We value our supporters and make significant efforts to ensure this list is 
accurate and in accordance with our donors' wishes. If we have omitted or 
incorrectly reported your gift, we apologize and hope you will contact our office 
so we can make the change: (651) 726-2457 or info@parksandtrails.org
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2015 
Board of Directors

Executive Committee
Mike Tegeder, President
Julie Gugin, Vice President
Robert O. Erickson, Treasurer
Dorothy Anderson, Secretary
Bob Bierscheid
Verónica Jaralambides
Bruce Johnson
Tom Pavey

Directors
Richard “Dick” Brainerd
Kathy Connelly
Gary Connett
Anne Flueckiger
Paul Karazija
Kellie Lowman
Ed Murphy
Emily Nesvold
Stacy Osmond
Tom Stoa

Honorary Directors
Rollis Bishop
Sen. David Durenberger
Thomas T. Dwight
Martin Kellogg
David Minge
Mike Prichard
Peter Seed

2015 
Staff & Consultants

Joe Bagnoli
Government Relations Consultant

Vicki Dunlop
Database Administrator

Brett Feldman
Executive Director

Lisa Filter
External Relations Director

Beth Hynes
Database Administrator

Andrew Oftedal
Research & Policy Consultant

Sarah Psick
Government Relations Consultant

Steve Young
Land Acquisition Consultant


