
GLACIAL LAKES STATE TRAIL
CONNECTING TO SIBLEY STATE PARK THROUGH ROLLING PRAIRIES

$4.263 MILLION

LOCAL PROJECT PARTNER

SIBLEY STATE PARK 
IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION

BRIEF DESCRIPTION
Funding will ensure completion of a multi-year effort to 
connect the Glacial Lakes State Trail from New London to 
Sibley State Park.

4.2 NEW TRAIL MILES

MANAGEMENT AGENCY

MINNESOTA DNR

WHY THIS PROJECT IS IMPORTANT: 
The Glacial Lakes State Trail has more than 29 miles of paved trail that weaves through a topography of 
tallgrass prairie, scattered woodlands, and glacial lakes, a big draw for tourists. This 4.2-mile spur will 
connect Sibley State Park, which hosts more than 250,000 visitors each year, to a 22-mile segment of the 
Glacial Lakes State Trail. It will offer exceptional outdoor recreation opportunities and safe biking and 
walking routes for students at New London public schools. The trail development builds on this tourist 
destination and offers economic opportunities to the communities of New London, Spicer, Willmar, and 
Paynesville. 

THIS PROJECT IS READY TO GO! 
Three miles of trail within the park have already been completed and a tunnel has been built underneath 
Highway 71. For the remaining 4.2-mile segment to fill in the gap, land acquisition is complete and design, 
engineering, planning & specs will be completed by December 31, 2023. The DNR has designated funds 
and has entered a joint powers agreement with Kandiyohi County for constructing a critical crossing of 
the Crow River. 

WHO SUPPORTS THIS PROJECT:
•	 Kandiyohi County

•	 Kandiyohi County & City of Willmar 
Economic Development Commission

•	 City of New London

•	 New London Chamber of Commerce

•	 New London Public School

•	 City of Spicer 

•	 City of Paynesville

•	 City of Willmar

•	 Willmar Bikes

•	 Willmar Lakes Area Convention and 
Visitors Bureau

•	 Sibley State Park Improvement 
Association

•	 Parks & Trails Council of MN
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